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International Alliance of Inhabitants





Xx th November 2013
Honorable Ambassador of Colombia, 
P r e s e n t e

SUBJECT: Request for intervention in order to not evict human settlements and find solutions to the problems related to housing rights in Popayán, Cauca, Colombia 

The International Alliance of Inhabitants is a global network of community organizations from Africa, America Latina, Asia and Europe; we work with the United Nations Special Rapporteur for the Right to Adequate Housing in their mission and developing initiatives to avoid evictions. 

We have received alarming news from organizations in Colombia concerning massive evictions which will impact more that 1.500 families over the next several days. 

We are aware of your commitment to Colombian society and the Colombian people and that is why we are contacting you in order to request your intervention in order to prevent the mentioned evictions. 

· Before the Departamental and Municipal County of Popayan, Cauca, to prevent and erradicate the evictions that threaten families living in human settlements and that they are the result of social and armed conflict, poverty and the lack of opportunities. We are also requesting humanitarian support for these families. 

· So that the MESA DE VIVIENDA, which has operated in the Popayán Cathedral since August 2013 continues its work and manages to gain consensus in order to resolve the housing crisis in Colombia.
It’s for these reasons that we would like to remind you that Colombia has ratified, and therefore has a legal obligation to respect the international Treaties and Conventions which recognize and promote the Right to H
ousing. Evictions without suitable rehousing are a violation of: 

· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Article 25) adopted and proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly 217 on the 10th of December 1948. 

· The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) (Art.11)) ratified by Colombia on the 29th of October 1969. 

· The Convention of the Rights of the Child (Article 27), ratified by Colombia the 28th of January 1991.

· The Convention for the elimination of Discrimination against Women (Art. 14 and 15) ratified by Colombia on the 19th de January 1982.

· The Letter from the American States Organization (Art. 34, k), ratified by Colombia the 12th of July 1951.

· The American Convention on Human Rights (Art. 26), ratified by Colombia the 28th de May 1973. 

· The additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ratified by Colombia on the 22nd of October 1997.

We highlight in particular the General Commentaries Nº4 & Nº7 of the United Nations Committee for Rights which affirm that any type of forced eviction is against the ICESCR. In relation to this international law, including the General Observations of the CESCR Committee which are authoritative interpretations of the ICESCR of which Colombia is a part, has a superior legal weight over other laws.  

In particular, eviction without suitable rehousing is a violation of the legal norms which all institutions in Colombia are required to respect, protect, promote and guarantee for the entire population. These very requirements should not only be met but also reported to the international community regularly in order to ensure they are enforced.

It is important to point out that Article 51 of the  Political Constitution of Colombia declares “that all Colombians have the right to dignified housing, and that the State will provide the conditions necessary to make that possible and promote housing plans which are of social interest, suitable longterm finance and associative ways of accessing these programs.”

In this light we are requesting that the authorities take into account that these laws always override others in relation to other rights, and for this reason, we urge the Colombian Government to deny support for the eviction of these houses and the families living in them.  

On the contrary, we won´t hesitate to inform the appropriate national and international authorities in order to take the necessary measures to guarantee that the right to housing laws are upheld. 
We appreciate your time and attention and request  that you keep us informed regarding any decisons you make concerning the issue.  
YOURS SINCERLY
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