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Shelter for the poor is a Non-Government & not-for-profit organization - (NGO), working in Dhaka, Bangladesh, established in the year 2002, which is working  in the field of Human Rights, especially for the  housing and land rights & other basic citizen rights of the urban and rural poor. Around 3.7 million urban poor / slum dewelIers are dwelling now in Dhaka city. According to a World  Bank estimate, "From a base of 24 million in 1996, the urban population is expected to be 31 million in the year 2000, about 52 million by 2010 and nearly 79 million in 2020.” These pro​jections are based on an as​sumption of an average annual growth rate of 6.4 per cent up to 2000, 5.3 per cent between 2000-​2010, and 4.3 per cent there​after. 

Legal Status of Shelter:

This organization is registered from the office of the Register of joint stock companies & firms, under the auspices of Societies Act(no-XXI-1860), No: S-3310(99)/2003.

Vision of Shelter : 
A sound urban society towards development, empowerment and secured shelter for the urban poor.

Mission of Shelter :
Shelter aims to improve the situation of social security & justice, democracy, good governance,transperancy and all the human rights isssues ; especially the housing & land rights of the urban poor. 
WHAT WE DO: 
Policy Advocacy & Lobbying:

The main task of Shelter is to undertake  advocacy, lobbying and media campaign on all the human rights issues ;  mainly to address issues related to the housing & land rights of the urban poor. We have also our pledge to carry on advocacy on the issues related to electoral governance, democracy, good governance, transperancy , justice &  social security.  

Low Cost Housing:

Shelter for the poor believes that “shelter is a human right” and every single homeless urban poor / slum dewller’s familiy has the right to have an adequate  & safe shelter for them. We have intiated a low cost but safe housing program for the urban poor, under the banner our “Urban Poor’s Development Program – UPDP. 
Ongoing Project(s):

“Intigrated Approach to the Upliftment of the Livelihoods of the Slum Dwellers of Dhaka city through Proper Housing” is sponsored by the SELAVIP. Through implementing this project, around 100 homeless slum dewllers families would get an adequate shelter for each of them. 
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Skeliton of the low cost houses
Women & shelter: 
Housing programs must encourage gender equality. Women’s right to own and inherit land and housing must be regarded. Women should have equal opportunities to participate in housing development and management process. Women, for their inherent biological structure, fall easier prey to vulnerabilities than men in absence of shelter. Shelter less women have to undergo rape and sexual assault/molestation, forced street prostitution and other social vices. Apart from the vulnerabilities viewpoint, women should be endowed with basic housing rights as equal to their male counterparts. 

Peoples Organization: 
To organize the slum dwellers as small groups / peoples’ organizations towards social mobilization in order to attain their housing / resettlement and to form the Federation of the Slum Dwellers. Federation of the slum dwellers will be the main negotiator to establish the right to shelter of the urban poor / slum dwellers.

Eviction watch & Legal Aid:

· To wach how, where & when the slum eviction(s) have been commenced by the authority without any resettlement plan ; whether the slum dwellers are properly noticed for it and organize mass people to protest against any slum eviction(s).

· To prepare report(s) on slum eviction and share information with  all national and international human rights organizations and activists. Provide legal aid support to the slum dwellers/urban poor people  as required  by them .

Information Bank:
To develop & maintain a computerized database information system on any violation of human rights, slum eviction(s), grass root level people’s organizations, slum dwellers’ federation, NGOs/CBOs working with the urban poor and related national/international human rights organizations/activities & activists. We do also wish to develop a reference library for researchers/activists.

Research & Documentation:
To undertake research / studies  on  various human rights issues ; especially related to the rights of the urban poor, publish  and share the outcomes of those research / study  with the policymakers, civil society, planners, donors ,international community and human rights activists / all other  related stakeholders through workshops /seminars and will undertake necessary media / advocacy campaign.
International Experience Sharing:
To collect reports on human rights issues and all related publications, reports, studies, posters, documentary films on international resettlement experiences, exposure visit to the international resettlement sites, participate related national / international training / workshops / seminars and share all those good experiences locally; especially with the policymakers, donors, planners, other interested NGOs / CBOs, and of course with the urban poor of Bangladesh, especially of the  Dhaka city.

Capacity Building:

To build leadership capacity of the representatives of the urban poor, Shelter will arrange various types of training program for them; will also organize issue based training workshop’s / seminar’s / exposure visit to other federation(s) of the grass root people’s organizations within / out side of the country.
Community IT Centers:
To cover the most neglected and un-served people of the society, Shelter have a plan to establish “Community Information & Technology Centers”. Through this, youth group of the slum dwellers will get opportunity to have IT skill and can take its advantages in their professional life.

Support Services Programs:

We would concentrate our activities mainly to ensure the utility services i.e. drinking water supply, environmental sanitation, gas, electricity, garbage management, relief & rehabilitation support at the post disaster period, HIV-AIDS   health-immunization, education, etc. to the urban poor people directly from Shelter or in-directly through liaison-coordination  with other NGOs / organization(s) / donors / government.
CONTACT PERSON:

Abu Rayhan-Al-Beeroonee

Founder & CEO
Phone: Cell: 88-02-01715-259048
STREET ADDRESS:

House: 20/28 (Ground floor), Babar Road, Mohammadpur, Dhaka- 1207, Bangladesh. 

Phone & Fax: +88-02-9138862
Email: albeeroonee@gmail.com 
Web site: www.shelterforthepoor.org 

Member of: 

· Habitat International Coalition-HIC.
· Housing & Land Rights Network-HLRN.
· International Alliance of Inhabitant-IAI.
A slum in Dhaka……. Immediate after eviction
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